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January 15th, 2012
Dear Band Directors,

Enclosed is the nomination form for the L.B.A. All-Star Middle School Concert Bands.  The All-Star bands will rehearse on the campus of the University of Louisiana at Lafayette Tuesday, May 29th-Wednesday, May 30th.  Registration and chair placement auditions will take place Tuesday, May 29th at 10:00 a.m. in Angelle Hall.  A chaperone or parent must be present AND must remain with the students throughout the registration/auditions process.  The concert will be held on Wednesday, May 30that 2:00 p.m. at the Ducrest-Gilfry Auditorium in Angelle Hall on the UL campus.
Parents will be responsible for finding their own hotel in the area.  Directors, please do not submit a name until you have informed parents that they or the school will be paying for their own hotel rooms and will be responsible for all the student’s meals during the conference.  
This year we will feature two concert bands and two high school jazz bands.  Nationally known clinicians will be brought in to conduct the Symphonic and Jazz Bands.  Our Bandmaster of the year will conduct the Concert Band.    
Students must be enrolled in grades 6, 7, or 8 for the 2011-2012 school year in order to qualify for nomination into the Middle School Alll-Star Bands.  Students will be selected on a point system and we will make every effort possible to include at least one student from every school that applies, depending on instrumentation.  Directors submitting names for participation in the All-Star Band must be current L.B.A. members.  Please send your $50.00 dues to Cheryl Corkran at 605 Anthony St., Bossier City, LA  71112. (checks made payable to L.B.A.)  L.B.A. dues will follow the calendar year and be valid from January to January.   Nominations forms should be sent to:  Walter Shepherd at 3949 Pharr St., Berwick, LA  70342.    Nominations must be postmarked by Friday, February 27th, 2012.  
A total of 10 points may be earned by nominated students: 
2 points:  Honor Band Participant

2 points:  1st Chair Honor Band  

2 points:  1st Chair School Band

2 points:  Superior Large Ensemble Festival Last Year

2 points:  Superior State Festival Last Year

There is NO minimum number of points required to become a member.  If you have additional students to nominate, please submit a duplicate form.  All students selected to the All-Star Band will audition for chair placement during registration.  The material for chair auditions can be found on our website:  www.labandmasters.org as well as in your LA Musician February volume.   The band director is responsible for getting the audition material to their students.  Required percussion rudiments include long, 5 and 7 stroke rolls and a short sight reading piece given to the students at the chair auditions.  If you have any questions concerning the nomination form, please feel free to call Walter Shepherd at 985-385-0197 (school) or 985-384-8128 (home).
Musically yours, 
Walter Shepherd and Robin Hochkeppel, Middle School All-Star Band Coordinators
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